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ST. ANDREW IS A MATTEW 25 CHURCH

HANGING OF THE GREENS

Matthew 25:31-46 calls us to actively engage
in our community and the world around us. Please
consider choosing one or more of the options listed in
this newsletter to show others we care.

A family event: Help decorate the sanctuary, then stay
for a meal provided by the Fellowship Committee

“Peas” on Earth

The annual “Hanging of the Greens” will be held
on Saturday, November 27, starting at 4:00 p.m. The
decorating of the sanctuary with Christmas ornaments and
poinsettias heralds the beginning of the
Advent season, so plan to be a part of
making our sanctuary beautiful.
There is lots of work for all ages, so
make it a family event. After the decorating
is complete, the Fellowship Committee will provide a meal
of lasagna, salad, and dessert. Mark your calendar and
plan to join us for this festive event. There is a sign-up
sheet at the Welcome Desk to indicate that you can
attend, but walk-ins are welcome if you forget to sign-up.
(If you have questions about Hanging of the
Greens, contact Susan Cox, Worship Committee, or about
the Fellowship Meal, contact Kay Smith, Fellowship
Committee.)

St. Andrew will participate in the
Suffolk United Thanksgiving Dinner food
collection/distribution again this year by
providing a minimum of 250 cans of sweet
peas (more is better). Our collection will
continue through November 19th. Please
leave your donation of canned sweet peas at the
designated location in the Atrium any Sunday or at other
times during the week, but please call ahead to ensure the
church is open before coming. Let’s make this a bountiful
Thanksgiving for our less fortunate brothers and sisters in
Suffolk by meeting a “stretch” goal of 300 cans of sweet
peas.
~David McKercher, Mission & Service

Details about Angel Tree (gifts for children),
Silver Bells (gifts for seniors), Stockings (for
children) and Mitten Tree & Hygiene Kit donations
are on page 3. All items will be due no later than
Sunday, November 28.
This year the Prayers & Squares quilting group
will also be making quilts for the Silver Bell seniors. See
article on page 3 for details.

TIME CHANGE!
Daylight-Saving Time ends on
Sunday, November 7, so don’t
forget to set your clocks back
one hour on Saturday evening,
November 6.

GIFT CARDS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS
The Welcome and Congregational Care
Committee will be sending our college students gift cards
as a way of letting them know we are thinking about them
and wishing them well on their exams in December. We
would like to send each of them a $10 gift card so they can
enjoy a meal and recharge while studying.
Please consider donating a gift card to Chick
Fil A, Starbucks, Subway, Panera, or similar
and place it in the office mailbox of Sonja
Morrell or Lynne Wood no later than November 14.
If you’d prefer, you can make a monetary
donation to the committee to purchase gift cards. Make
checks payable to St. Andrew with a note “College Gift
Cards.” Thank you in advance for your donation!
Please contact Lynne Wood at woodpile_lb@charter.net
or Sonja Morrell at hisonja@yahoo.com if you have any
questions.
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Our lives “preach” the good news when we live in
the ways of Jesus and when we follow the wisdom of the
prophet Micah who says,

Dear Friends,
A Living Gospel
“One good person, one person who does not
Put on their religion once a week with their Sunday coat,
But wears it for their working dress,
And lets the thought of God grow in them,
And through them, and through them,
Till everything they say and do becomes religious,
That person is worth a thousand sermons –
They are a living gospel –
They are the image of God.
And people see their good works,
And admire them despite themselves,
And see that God’s grace is no dream,
But that the Holy Spirit is still among people,
And that all nobleness and goodness
Is God’s gift, God’s stamp, God’s picture:
And so, they get a glimpse of God again
In God’s saints and heroes,
And glorify God who is all around us.”
~ Charles Kingsley
While much attention is given to Halloween, we
often overlook that Halloween is the Eve of All Hallows,
the evening before we remember the saints. When we
think about the saints, we are tempted to forget that the
saints are not only those who lived in ages past but that
we, too, are called to be the living saints.
It is a salutary thought, that our lives may be the
only gospel some people ever see and experience. Charles
Kingsley in the above statement tells us that the person
who lets God grow and show through them is worth more
than a thousand sermons. Which then begs the question,
“What do our lives tell and do they glorify God?”
St Francis of Assisi is credited with having said,
“Preach the gospel at all times
and, if necessary, use words”
What message do our lives offer to others?
Do we live the gospel, the good news,
through our words and actions?
When people look at us do they
see and feel something of God’s love?

“What does God require of you but to do justice, and
to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God.”
(Micah 6:8)
Blessings and peace,

Pastor Gillian

CHRISTMAS CANTATA
The Chancel Choir will be presenting a cantata
during the service on Sunday, December 19th. If you’d
like to join us in singing the cantata, we’ve begun
rehearsing for it, and would invite you to join us for
rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at 7:30.
(No choir practice on November 24.)
~Al Reese, Director of Music

St. Andrew to participate in
“Winter Shelter” Program
by providing meals for the homeless.
This year St. Andrew will be working with the
Suffolk Christian Fellowship Center (SCFC)* to provide
meals for the homeless who are participating in the SCFC’s
Suffolk Winter Shelter Hotel Program. SCFC has obtained
funds to provide housing in motels for qualified homeless
individuals, and churches and organizations are helping
provide meals. St. Andrew will provide breakfast, lunch
and dinner for the week of Monday, November 29 –
Sunday, December 5.
For more details, please contact either Angela
Hillis-Baurle at lovemusic68@hotmail.com or Beth LyonSuhring at lyonsuhring@hotmail.com.
*SCFC is a non-profit organization located in Suffolk. St.
Andrew shows support for them by providing monetary
donations, as well as food donations for their food pantry.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Bagpiper A publication of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, 1885 Bridge Road (Rt. 17), Suffolk, VA 23433; Church Phone & Fax: (757) 238-3550;
Church Office E-mail: standrew@standrewpres.us
Rev. Gillian Weighton, Pastor Pastor’s email: pastorgillian1885@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Liza Tucker, Editor’s e-mail: lizatucker@hotmail.com St. Andrew Website: www.standrewpres.net
The mission of St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church is to be a covenant community of Christ’s people seeking to know and do the will of God, through Jesus Christ.

The Bagpiper

Page 3

ST. ANDREW 2021 ANGEL TREE

PRAYERS & SQUARES

The annual Christmas Angel Tree project will kick
off early this year! You can
help make someone's
Christmas brighter when
you sign up online starting
in early November using
Sign-Up Genius. We have
sign-ups for "Silver Bells" (seniors) and "Angels" (children),
or you can choose to fill a stocking for a boy or girl
between the ages of infant-12 years. For those who are
reluctant to sign up via computer, we are offering to help
you sign up after church services in November, or you may
contact Beth Lyon-Suhring in the church office (2383550), and she will assist you.
Our sign-ups and gift collection will take place
throughout November. Just go to our Sign-Up Genius sign
up page (you should receive an email from the church
inviting you to visit the site), choose a recipient, sign up,
and shop. It's EASY! Tags typically include some wishes
and/or needs, the child's gender and age, and clothing
sizes so that you can get some ideas of what you might
like to purchase. All gifts (new and unused items) need
to be returned unwrapped to the church atrium by
11:00 a.m. on Sunday, November 28. We will then
deliver the items to the Suffolk Salvation Army so that
local families will have them in time for Christmas.
If you have any questions, please contact Karen
Topping (ktopping@trinitynn.com) or Becky Nagy
(bnagy31@gmail.com) from the Service Committee, or
Beth Lyon-Suhring in the church office. Thank you in
advance for your help with this project!

The Prayers and Squares group will meet Friday,
November 12 and Saturday, November 20 at 10:00 a.m.
in St Andrew Hall. Please note that one meeting is a
Friday and one is a Saturday. We have a goal to complete
eleven quilts to give to the Silver Bells
for Christmas presents. (Silver Bells is a
part of St. Andrew’s Angel Tree Project
– see the article to the left.) If you are
working on a quilt for an adult, please
try to complete it to be given to this special project.
If you are interested in learning to use a sewing
machine, come to a meeting and we'll get you started by
sewing strips of fabric together to create a quilt. And
finally, you don't have to sew, you are welcome to come
sit and visit. We do enjoy the visiting! Looking forward to
seeing your smiling faces!
If you would like to request a prayer quilt for a
friend or family member, please contact Frances Jornov
(francesjrnv@charter.net or 757-646-8955). Also there
are Pocket Prayer Squares that you may take to include in
a card or give to someone. Say a prayer, tie a knot and
pass it to your friend or relative. (Pocket Squares are
located on the table next to the entrance doors into the
Atrium.

MITTEN TREE AND HYGIENE KITS
Help us decorate our Mitten Tree
this year for the Salvation Army! We’re
looking for warm gloves, mittens, hats,
scarves, and socks in all sizes. Hang them on
the tree in the Atrium from November 1 to 28, and we’ll
take them for the Salvation Army to distribute to families
in need this winter.
We’re also collecting hygiene items for youth care
packages. Donations of shampoo, conditioner, body
lotion, toothpaste, and deodorant in travel sizes would be
greatly appreciated. We’d also like to include
toothbrushes, combs, brushes, and tissue packs. You can
drop your donations in the bins near the Mitten Tree.
The Mitten Tree and the Youth Hygiene Kits are
mission projects of St. Andrew’s children’s and youth
church school classes.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
October 21, 2021 Meeting
1) We received a card of thanks, as well as some fantastic
pictures, from the Eastern Shore Migrant & Seasonal
Farmworkers Ministry. It was great to see how St. Andrew
was able to help so many because of the generosity of our
congregation members.
2) Session approved to have Angel Tree and Mitten Tree
donation efforts starting the first week in November. The
beneficiary of these projects is the Salvation Army of
Suffolk.
3) Session voted to approve Congregational Care
Committee’s motion to hold a St. Andrew Open House on
December 10, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. The plan is to have a
Christmas Sing-Fest in the sanctuary, followed by cookies
and cider/hot chocolate in the Atrium.
4) Session voted to approve Personnel and Office
Committee’s motion to send out a letter to the
congregation regarding year end staff bonuses.
5) September pledges fell slightly short of what was
budgeted for the month, but St. Andrew’s committees did
a great job of managing expenses which made up for the
shortfall.
~Curtis Corl, Clerk of Session

Beth Lyon-Suhring, Director of Christian Education
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NO SOUP KITCHEN IN
NOVEMBER OR DECEMBER
The Suffolk Salvation Army Soup Kitchen prepared
150 take-out meals in October.
There will be NO Soup Kitchen in November and
December, so no need for cupcakes these months.
~Gary Meyers

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Please join the Presbyterian
Women at their next meeting on Tuesday,
November 9, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in the
Atrium when Lisa Cross will present Lesson
3 (Rahab) in the Horizon’s Bible Study,
“What My Grandmothers Taught Me:
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of
Jesus” by Merryl Blair.
The agenda will include a Zoom chat with Cookie
Liverman who is the daughter of our special PW member,
Midge Gray. Cookie and husband Jeff manage Restoration
Farm Ministries in Crewe, VA. The PW is exploring the
opportunity to support their organization for our
Christmas Mission. Cookie will review their mission to
provide crisis debriefing for field workers coming from
overseas. Jeff is now involved in helping develop cultural
understanding for Afghans who arrive in the US to help
rebuild their lives and integrate into communities across
the US. Close to 10,000 men, women, and children are
housed at a military base close to the farm. The Livermans
first went into the Christian missionary field to work
among the Afghans 35 years ago. It should be an
interesting discussion with Cookie to get more details
about their specific needs.
Kirk Night Meal: PW is scheduled to provide the dinner of
breakfast foods for Kirk Night November 10, 2021. A signup sheet is posted on the PW Kiosk. Thank you for support
from those already signing up to help set up, serve, or
clean up.
~Martha Shephard, Presbyterian Women Moderator

NEWSLETTER DUE DATE
Please Plan Ahead:

December 2021 & January 2022
will be a combined issue.
Info for both months will be due on November 21.

Music Notes from Al
In the October Bagpiper, I
wrote about the tunes that we use
to sing the hymn texts. But how can
we know what tunes and texts
might go together? The answer
comes from your high school English
class, and the section on poetic meter. I hope terms like
‘iambic pentameter’ won’t send you scurrying away from
this edition of the Bagpiper!
Common Meter, abbreviated as “CM” is a form
that uses 4 lines of poetry – the first and third line have 8
syllables, while the second and fourth line have 6 syllables.
It could also be listed as “8.6.8.6.” Using the meter, you
could sing pretty much any text that is written in that
meter to a tune that uses that same meter. What I mean,
is that you could sing the words of “Amazing Grace” to the
same tune that we sing “Our God, Our Help In Ages Past.”
So, knowing this, we could (but won’t) sing Amazing Grace
to the theme of “Gilligan’s Island,” or maybe sing the
Doxology to the tune of “Hernando’s Hideaway.” Ok, you
just tried it, didn’t you?
There is a metrical index of tunes in the back of
the hymnal, so if we had a text that we really wanted to
use, but the tune was very unfamiliar or difficult to sing,
we could choose a different tune to sing the hymn text to.
Some of our hymn texts have been popularly sung
to more than one tune – “All Hail the Power of Jesus’
Name” is commonly sung to at least 3 different tunes, and
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” has at least 4 tunes
that are used.
Many modern hymn texts are not written with a
specific rhyme scheme or poetic meter, so the music is
written specifically for that text. The metrical category for
those is most often defined as “Irregular” meter.
From our Presbyterian roots – the Psalms were
written as metrical poetry – they were written to be sung.
Instead of writing and learning 150 different tunes, it was
better to have just a small number of tunes (possibly one
for each different meter) and congregations would learn
them faster and be able to sing them better.
There is still room in the Chancel Choir, the Bell
Choir and the Combo. If you are interested in sharing your
talents, please contact me either by phone (757) 416-2478
or via email music.standrewpres@gmail.com.
See you in worship!
~Al Reese, Director of Music

~Liza Tucker, Bagpiper Editor
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE
Session recently approved the replacement of 2
AC units serving the Chancel Choir room and Bell Choir
room and repair of both preschool units. The total cost is
$32,600 for high efficient Bosch heat pumps. St. Andrew
is able to cover this cost through our financial savings and
endowment funds. During this time of stewardship,
please recognize the many important aspects that your
pledges are utilized for.
~Tom Endrusick, Property Committee

KIRK NIGHT
The last fall Kirk Night is
Wednesday, Nov. 17.

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY
The Flower Committee has a new option for
donating flowers in honor of a special event. If you would
like to donate flowers for a special
occasion, in honor of someone, in
memory of someone or anything else
on your heart, you may sign up for
the Sunday you want and bring in an
arrangement from your yard or the
store. You also have the option to
donate $20 to St. Andrew and
earmark it for flowers. Make the
check payable to St. Andrew, with a note on the memo
line “Flower donation.” We will provide the flowers for
you! The sign-up notebook is at the Kiosk in the Atrium.
Questions? Contact: Helen Chapman
hcchapman10@gmail.com or 757-412-7847.
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eXtra Years of Zest
(Senior Adult Group)
Please, go get your vaccine booster!
~Lisa Cross, Senior Adult Leader

Ethan Caggiano
Sayge Taylor
Jim Perkinson
Alyce Golding
Jennifer Ryan
Lisa Cross
Betsy Beard
Julia Gresham
Kristen Baurle
Kristina Zachary
Lauren Haverty
Kathy McKercher
Thomas Goodwin
Barbara Saunders
Spencer Buehlman
Cordelia Seymour
Judy Ulrich
Zach Walker

1
1
2
4
4
5
5
6
7
8
9
9
11
12
14
14
14
14

Jill Byrd
Mike Coleman
Rileigh Estes
Tom Nixon
Fran Kolipano
Travis Madden
Betty Woods
Lily Hendrickson
Evan Richardson
Faye Mayberry
David Saunders
Buddy Dye
Marie Dye
Tyler Lentini
Kyle Gray
Dawn Parrish
Jim Parker
Hunter Webb, Jr.
Ashlee Robb
Andrew Nagy

16
16
18
19
20
21
21
22
22
23
23
26
26
26
27
27
28
28
29
30

Thank you note:
We would like to thank the quilt makers
for the wonderful, lovingly made quilt prepared
for our granddaughter, Heather, who is
recovering from a serious auto accident. And for
all the many prayers.
~Gary & Mary Meyers

Please remember in prayer those families who
have recently lost loved ones:
 Inga Miller’s daughter, Judy Caroline Colwell,
passed away on Oct. 9, 2021.
 Jackie Swan passed away on Oct. 15, 2021.
Jackie would have turned 100 years old on
October 16, 2021.
 Ryker Schrader, 3 year-old St. Andrew
Preschool student, passed away on Oct. 26,
2021. Please pray for Ryker’s family and for
St. Andrew’s Preschool community.

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

4
9
11
13
18
18
26
26
26
29

Mike & Tricia Haverty
Jack & Peyton Ellenor
Jeff & Katrina Ryder
Jeff & Angela Snyder
Rhonda & Dave MacMelville
Bruce & Lara Walker
Jim & Carol Carnegie
Turner & Carolyn Coffman
Bill & Vivian Smith
John & Kay Smith

The Welcome and Congregational Care
Committee will be holding a Christmas Open House at
6:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 10, 2021. The plans are to
have a Christmas Sing- Fest in the sanctuary and then
cookies with hot chocolate and cider in the
Atrium. Everyone is asked to bring their favorite
cookies to share.

Congratulations to Betty Hare, a St. Andrew
Preschool teacher and custodian, and her extended
family as they celebrate the birth of Delaney Till, 5
pounds, 14 ounces and 19 inches long. Delaney is
Betty’s first grandchild, born to daughter Jennifer and
her husband Tyler.
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