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SAFELY @ ST ANDREW:  
A Word from the Task Force 

The Safely at St Andrew Task Force continues to 
work behind the scenes to ensure that when we come 
together again, in-person, we are keeping people as safe 
as possible in our gatherings.  

With the roll out of more vaccinations, and taking 
into account recommendations from the CDC and the 
Presbytery of Eastern Virginia, we are encouraged that in 
the coming months we will be able to begin to be in 
person for worship, education and social gatherings.   

As Holy Week and Easter draw near we are going 
to provide two special services: 

 

Maundy Thursday – April 1st – 7.00 p.m. 

A parking lot service will be 
offered for this Holy Week service of 
Communion.   Worship will begin at 
7.00 p.m. and will be conducted in 
the parking lot.  The congregation 
will be able to collect bread and 
wine for Communion as they enter 

the parking lot and will be asked to remain in their car to 
participate in the worship service.  Please wear a mask 
and maintain social distance at all times.  

The service will also be livestreamed on Facebook 
to allow those who wish to remain at home to do so. 
Should the weather be inclement, then the service will be 
livestreamed only at 7.00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday – April 4th – 10.00 a.m. 
Once again, we will offer a 

parking lot service for this special 
Sunday.  Cars will be parked around 
the perimeter of the parking lot, 
worshippers will be served bread and 
wine as they enter the parking lot.  You 
are invited to bring a chair and to sit 
with your family, or your safety “bubble” in the parking lot 
and participate in this joyous Easter service.   Chairs will be 
provided for those who do not bring their own.  Please 
wear a mask and maintain social distance at all times. 

This service will also be livestreamed on Facebook 
and should the weather be inclement, alternative 
arrangements will be made. Please check the website, 

Facebook and emails ahead of time for any further 
information. 

As the spring brings warmer weather and as we 

see how our parking lot worship works, we shall look to 
doing more of these services as a step closer to worship 
in-person in the sanctuary. 

With many thanks for your patience and support 
through this last year and your willingness to help us help 
keep everyone safe at St Andrew.  
The Task Force:  Pastor Gillian Weighton, Curtis Corl, Clerk 
of Session, Hope Bradshaw, Moderator of Deacons, Beth 
Lyon-Suhring, Director of Christian Education, Joey 
Parrish, Director of Music, Phil Poe, Elder. 
 

After Easter Sunday, Worship Will Continue  
to be Live Streamed on Facebook  

each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. (April 11, 18 & 25) 
(Please check the website, Facebook  

& emails in case plans for worship change.) 
Many activities/classes will continue to be held via 
Zoom, including CrossWalk and Virtual Coffee Fellowship 
on Sundays, Prayer with Pastor Gillian on Wednesday 
evenings (not April 4), Widows Walk, Presbyterian Women 
and Youth Group, as well as classes led by Beth Lyon-
Suhring and Pastor Gillian (details about when new classes 
will begin on page 3).  Contact Beth Lyon-Suhring to 
receive a Zoom invitation to any of these meetings. 
 

FLOWERING OF THE CROSS 
April 3rd and 4th (Easter) 

On Saturday, April 3 and 
Sunday, April 4 (Easter), you and your 
family are encouraged to stop by and 
place fresh flowers from your yard to 
the wooden cross located in the grass 
circle in front of the church.  Please 
join us in this socially distant event. 
Take a moment to take a picture with 
your family at the cross. 

Since the 6th century, Christians have sent the 
visible message that Christ is risen by flowering the cross. 
Let us remember new life as we celebrate this Day of 
Resurrection.   

~Helen Chapman 

The E-Bagpiper 
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Dear Friends, 
         Elie Wiesel, a Jewish writer, 
was a survivor of a Nazi 
concentration camp. Many of his 
writings come from that terrible 
time in his life. He tells the story 

of a man, devoted to God, who witnessed some of the 
most horrific sights and who found himself on the verge of 
madness. The man went into hiding when the Nazis 
invaded the community where he lived. He only comes 
out of hiding when he feels it is safe to do so. Every time 
he emerges from hiding, he returns to the synagogue and, 
looking upwards, he shouts, “You see God, we are still 
here!”  
       Over a period of time, the Jews in his community 
are systematically rounded up and sent away on trains 
never to be seen again. During each raid, the man goes 
into hiding, only to come out again when the present 
danger has passed. Each time he repeats his response; 
going to the synagogue, looking up and shouting, “You see 
God, we are still here!” Then the day comes when the 
man discovers that he is the sole surviving Jew in the city. 
While he does go to the synagogue as is his custom now, 
he looks up and whispers, “You see God, I am still here.” 
After a momentary pause and with a tear in his eye he 
whispers, “But you God, where are you?” 
          Many of us must surely have asked that question, 
quietly, or shouted at the top of our lungs, “But you God, 
where are you?” 
          Where is God when people suffer, when hate 
seems to win the day, when divisions abound and when 
people starve? Where is God when illness strikes, and 
when dementia brings a living death and when despair 
leads to people taking their own life? Where is God when 
pandemics take much of what we’ve known and turn our 
world upside-down?  
            Holy Week and the events of Good Friday provide 
an answer to questions such as these. The cross, among 
others things, shows the depths to which our human 
nature can and still does sink. But it is also at the cross 
that we discover the power and the intensity of God’s 
love. At the cross we see that God’s power and presence is 
not about preventing tragedy, nor halting disaster, nor 
intervening to stop our malice and stupidity, for this would 
deny us our freewill. God’s love and presence works 
through and seeks to transform the worst that life can 
possibly do to us. 
            The power of God’s love lies in enabling us to 
testify to that love even when it looks like the world is set 

on a course of destruction and when it seems that evil and 
chaos will win the day. Easter comes as a reminder of the 
hope that out of the darkness night, out of the pain and 
the cruelty we inflict on one another, God can and will 
bring new life and new beginnings beyond our imaginings. 
Easter reminds us that God is present even in the times 
when we feel God’s absence most acutely. 
             Easter is good news because it confirms for us that 
the worst that can happen is never the last thing, death is 
defeated and Love triumphs. The resurrection gives us an 
answer to the question, “Where is God?” – God is with us, 
in life and in death, with a love that the world can never 
extinguish. 

Blessings and peace, 

Pastor Gillian  

 
 

FOOD DONATIONS NEEDED  
St. Andrew’s Drive-by, Drop-off program will 

continue in April to collect food for the Suffolk 
Christian Fellowship Center (SCFC) food pantry.  
Dates & times are: 

Wednesdays  April 7 & 21 
10:00 to noon each day 

 Drop off donations at the circle in front of the 
church or donations may be left 
in the atrium at other times 
during the week, but call ahead 
to make sure that the church is 
open. (Office 238-3550)   

If you want to support this mission but are unable 
to shop, please write a check to St. Andrew and note SCFC 
on the memo line.    
 Thank you for caring for our brothers and sisters 
in need.   

~David McKercher, Mission & Service 
 
 

 
May  2021 

Bagpiper info  
Due on 
April 18 

 

mailto:standrew@standrewpres.us
mailto:pastorgillian1885@gmail.com
mailto:lizatucker@hotmail.com
http://www.standrewpres.net/
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OUR WORSHIPPING LIFE 
What is worship? 

Why do we do the things we do in worship? 
What does it mean to pray, to sing,  

to read Scripture, to listen to a sermon? 
What does worship do to us and  

what do we do once we have worshipped? 
Who is worship for? 

God? 
Us? 

Worship is at the heart of our life as a family of 
faith, and this last year has been a challenge as we have 
had to find new ways to worship while being apart 
physically.  Why is worship so important and what does it 
mean for us and for God? 

Pastor Gillian will be offering a new class that will 
look at the various 
components of worship and 
will consider why we do 
certain things in worship. 
Classes will be offered on 
Zoom on a Monday evening 

from 7:00 – 8.00 p.m. and Wednesday afternoons from 
2:00 – 3.00 p.m.   

The classes will begin on Monday, April 12. 
For a Zoom invite and to sign up for either class please 
email Beth Lyon-Suhring at lyonsuhring@hotmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

COME TO THE TABLE:  
Hunger Action Learning Challenge 

As disciples of a loving God who inspires us to do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God, 

we commit to faithful action to end hunger and 
address its root causes. 

~Hunger Action Congregation Covenant of the PC(USA) 
St. Andrew is a Hunger Action Congregation of the 

Presbyterian Church (USA), due to our long history of work 
to feed the hungry in our area.  Meals on Wheels, the 
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen, Suffolk Christian Fellowship 
Ministry, and Rise Against Hunger are but a few of the 
organizations with whom we have partnered to address 
hunger over the years. 

We will be offering a 
six-week learning challenge 
called “Come to the Table” to 
help us learn more about 
hunger in the world and about 

how we can be agents of change to end it.  Each week 
participants will watch videos or read articles at their own 
pace during the week and then will come together via 
Zoom to process together what we’ve learned.    

The Zoom classes will meet on Tuesdays at 7:00 
p.m. from April 20 through May 25. 
Contact Beth Lyon-Suhring at lyonsuhring@hotmail.com 
for a Zoom invitation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

is Thursday, April 12. 
 

EARTH DAY SCAVENGER HUNT 
  St. Andrew’s preschool and elementary-aged 
children will have a chance to celebrate the gift of God’s 
beautiful earth with a scavenger hunt that they can do 
at home during the week of Earth Day, April 18 – 24. 
 Anyone who would like to participate can receive a 
scavenger hunt sheet and some supplies to help them 
explore nature in their own back yards.  

Follow up with pictures from your activities, and 
we'll post them on the St. Andrew Faith Formation 
Facebook page. 
Contact Beth Lyon-Suhring 
at lyonsuhring@hotmail.com by April 12 to request a 
mailed Scavenger Hunt kit. 
 
 
 

Cultivating Kindness 
Kind hearts are the gardens. 
Kind thoughts are the roots. 
Kind words are the flowers. 
Kind deeds are the fruits.  
Take care of your garden 
and keep out the weeds. 
Fill it with sunshine, 
kind words and kind deeds. 

~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

 

mailto:lyonsuhring@hotmail.com
mailto:lyonsuhring@hotmail.com
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
(February 25, 2021 meeting) 

   1.  Session approved St. Andrew Preschool’s request to 
host another Red Cross Blood drive to be held at St. 
Andrew Church on May 4, 2021. 
   2.  Mission and Service recommended, and Session 
approved, to donate $2,500 this month from the Paul 
Reed Mission earmark account to the following 
organizations: $500 each to the Salvation Army, the 
Suffolk Christian Fellowship Center, the Foodbank of 
Southeastern Virginia, the Peninsular Foodbank, and the 
Isle of Wight Christian Outreach program. 
   3.  Mission and Service requested approval from Session, 
which was granted, to receive the 2021 Presbyterian 
Church (USA) Special Offerings as follows: 
    One Great Hour of Sharing:  Palm Sunday, March 28 
    Pentecost:  Pentecost Sunday, May 23 
    Peace and Global Witness:  World Communion Sunday, 
October 3 
    Christmas Joy:  Sunday before Christmas, Dec. 19 
   4.  Pastor Gillian is starting two Confirmation Classes 
(one for youth and one for adults) in March with a plan to 
confirm participants on Pentecost Sunday. 
   5.  Property informed Session that the replacement of 
the roof, damaged in a storm and paid for by our 
insurance carrier, was nearly complete and really looked 
good. (Editor’s Note:  See Roof Update article & pictures 
on page 7.) 

~Curtis Corl, Clerk of Session 

 
 

MISSION ENDOWMENT NEWS 
The St. Andrew Endowment Committee 

recommended and Session approved a distribution from 
the Mission Endowment in the amount of $7,661 at the 
February Stated Meeting.  Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA) will receive $2,661 to provide disaster 
recovery assistance to churches in the Synod of the Sun 
(TX, OK & LA) impacted by the recent winter storm.  The 
continuing need for emergency food relief in the local area 
will be supported with contributions of $1,000 each to The 
Salvation Army, Foodbank of SE VA, Virginia Peninsula 
Foodbank, Suffolk Christian Fellowship Center and Isle of 
Wight Christian Outreach Program.  The Mission 
Endowment supports the ministry and mission of St. 
Andrew through gifts, bequests, planned giving from 
members and friends of the church.  Thank you to all who 
have contributed.  

~David McKercher, Mission & Service 

 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Our PW continues the Horizon’s 

Bible Study via Zoom the second Tuesday 
of each month at 10:00 a.m. titled, “Into 
the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of 
Lament”, by Lynn Miller. The lessons are 
led by Bible study leader, Lisa Cross. An 
email invitation will be sent by Beth Lyon-

Suhring the day before the meeting. Please let Martha 
Shephard know if you would like an invitation and are not 
already signed up for the lesson.  

 

April 13, 2021 Circle Meeting: Lesson 8; “God 
Laments”, 10:00 a.m. on Zoom. 
 

Thank/Birthday Mission Offering: Spring is the season St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Women support our national 
women in promoting the Thank/Birthday Offering. Thank 
Offering grants support 20 to 30 mission projects that 
range from $5,000 to $50,000. The Birthday Offering funds 
one to five capital improvement projects each year from 
$75,000 to $150,000.  At least 40 percent goes to fund 
health ministries. Each supports a variety of projects here 
in the US as well as globally. If you would like to support 
the PW mission, please make checks out to “St. Andrew 
PW” or to SAPC with a notation “PW Birthday/Thank 
Offering” and mail them to church, ATTN: Sandy Poole. 
Donations are accepted until early June 2021. St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Women continue to be involved in our 
community of faith here and abroad. 
 

HER Shelter:  PW considered another clothing drive for 
spring/summer items for the HER Shelter. Due to the 
pandemic, the shelter is unable to accept clothing. They 
are primarily focused on essential needs on their Amazon 
wish list and "Wishlist Wednesdays" when special 
requests for stroller, car seats, etc. are posted on the HER 
Shelter Facebook page. Check out their Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/HERShelter if you able to 
help. 

~Martha Shephard, PW Moderator 
 

Congratulations to happy grandparents, 

Rhonda & Doug Gordon, as they 
welcome their first grandchild, 
Liam Joseph, into the world.  Liam 
was born on February 28, 2021 
and weighed 7 pounds, 7.9 
ounces. Liam’s parents are Lauren 
& Joe Compton. 

https://www.facebook.com/HERShelter
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church Finance Committee Report 
for Year-to-Date February 28, 2021 

     
 Feb Amt YTD Actuals YTD Budget 2021 Budget 
Income $39,619 $80,107 $81,886 $491,314 
Expenses $27,366 $69,747 $81,093 $491,205 

Net $12,253 $10,360   
     

Current Assets   Endowment  Funds 
Bank Assets $393,343  General $380,192 
Ed Jones Inv. $76,494  Mission $183,617 

Tot Current Assets $469,838  Tot Endowmt $563,809 
 
Current Liabilities 

   

Other Liabilities $4,709  Mortgage  
Earmarks $259,798  Balance $570,484 
Tot Current Liabilities $264,507  Monthly Pmt $5,200 

     
NET  (Current Assets – Current Liabilities) $205,331  

     
 

     

     

     
     

 

APRIL SOUP KITCHEN 
St. Andrew participation at the Salvation Army 

Soup Kitchen will continue on Thursday,  
April 15, 2021.  A limited number of St. Andrew 
volunteers are needed at noon to prepare and 
package the meals.   

Cupcakes are needed at St. Andrew by 
11:00.  The distribution of the meals 
continues to be through a drive-by 
system distributed by the Salvation Army 
staff.  

              If you have questions, contact Gary Meyers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our income for February fell off slightly from our budgeted amount making our year-to-date income 
slightly below our YTD budget.  However, our expenses for February were also below our budgeted amount by a 
significant amount resulting in a net income for February of $12,253.  This was partially the result of our monthly 
mortgage payment of $5,200 not yet showing under expenses.  Our current assets exceed our current liabilities by 
a comfortable amount of over $200,000.  Our endowment funds continue to grow.  St. Andrew’s financial health is 
good despite our inability to gather at the church.   

Keep your pledges coming!  We are conducting several mission activities to help our local community and 
our world.   The pandemic has created needs for food, clothing, and other essentials and St. Andrew is lending a 
helping hand.   

If you have not tried our online giving options, give them a try.  You can download an application for your 
smartphone or click on the “Give Now” button on our website.  You can also click on the button that shows in the 
“Comments” section during our live streaming sermons on Sundays.   

~Russell Richards, Finance & Stewardship Committee 

  3 Robert & Hope Bradshaw 
18 Art & Tina Zachary 
20 Roger & Malou Estes 
28 Gary & Connie Parrish 
30 Cam & Angie Ebel 
30 Kevin & Amy Gray 
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Please remember in prayer the following families 

who have lost loved ones: 
 The family of Pat Mitchell (son Jamie and 

daughter Jennifer) Pat passed away on  
March 7, 2021. 

 Sheryl Senter’s family, Sheryl’s mother passed 
away on March 13, 2021. 

 The family of Etienne Bote-Tshiek.  He was a 
retired Presbytery of Eastern Virginia missionary 
who passed away on March 14, 2021. 

 

2020 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
The Welcome and Care Committee has 

selected David McKercher as the 2020 Volunteer of 
the Year.  The committee is glad to honor and 
recognize David for his many ministries. 
 

David McKercher and his wife Kathy have 
been members of St. Andrew since 1994.  They reside 
in Smithfield and have three sons and seven 
grandchildren.  David has served as Clerk of Session 
and as an Elder on the Mission Team for a number of 
terms over the years.  He is an active member of the 
St. Andrew Men’s Group and enjoys working on 
SAM’s Helping Hands projects.  He is a Stephen 
Minister and also serves on the Presbytery 
Commission on Ministry and Hunger Team.  He 
recently completed a term on the Coalition Against 
Poverty in Suffolk (CAPS) Executive Board and has 
found real joy in volunteering with their Night Stay 
Program, making personal connections with “the 
least of these” in need of food, lodging and a warm 
welcome.  David encouraged the Session to join the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) Matthew 25 Church 
initiative last year and looks forward to working with 
everyone interested as we focus on eradicating 
poverty and dismantling structural racism.  
(Editor’s Note:  A video tribute to David was 
presented during the February 28 worship service on 
the St. Andrew Facebook page.  Check it out if you 
missed it.) 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dottie Vann    2 
Zie Medrano    3 
Allen Zachary    3 
Gillian Weighton   5 
Rob Baker    6 
Mark Buehlman    7 
Frances Jornov    8 
Betty Hare    9 
Bo Hamrick   12 
Mark Morrell   12 
Carolyn Tucker   13 
Beth Lyon-Suhring  14 
Hannah Emert   15 
Martha Goodwin  15 
Mark Hendrickson  15 
Mike Babyak   18 
Michelle Malven  20 
Kevin Valentine   20 
Turner Coffman   21 
Andrew Kowalski  21 
Sarah West   22 
Margaret Gartman  24 
Terry Phelps   24 
Thomas Czerwinski  25 
Landon Estes   25 
Robert Hayslett   25 
Charlotte Johnson  25 
Andrew Stephenson  26 
James H. Viser, III  26 
Dee Campbell   27 
Wayne Gwaltney  27 
Lily Hayslett   28 
Josh West   29 
Neve Stone   30 
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Pictured left to right:  Brenda & Danny Lovell, Hope Bradshaw, Karen Topping, David McKercher, and Wendy Phelps 

Thanks to everyone for all of the wonderful donations for our Easter baskets. And many thanks to 
Danny, Brenda, Wendy, Hope, and David for helping to assemble them! They looked beautiful! The baskets 
were delivered to ForKids in Suffolk! There were 54 baskets in all AND lots of extra candy which was donated 
to ForKids and the Suffolk Christian Fellowship Center. 

~Karen Topping, Mission & Service Committee 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

Roof Update…Roof is 
Complete! 

United Roofing 
completed the replacement of 
all the shingled roof on 
February 28th.  This work 
included the sanctuary, front 
offices, preschool and St 
Andrew hall.  As a great 
blessing to our church, this was 
covered completely by our 
insurance company, Church 
Mutual, plus our deductible of 
$2,500.  Many thanks to Mark 
Hendrickson and the others 
who oversaw the installation to 
ensure there was a safe 
installation of the roof while 
Preschool returned to classes.  

~Tom Endrusick,  
Property Committee 

 


