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Sunday Worship 
Continues 

to be Live Streamed 
on Facebook  

  St. Andrew’s worship service continues to be 
live streamed on our Facebook page at 10:00 a.m. 
each Sunday (search St Andrew Suffolk Facebook).  If 
you aren’t able to watch at 10:00, it’s saved on the 
Facebook page so you can watch it when it’s 
convenient for you.   
 

Many activities/classes will continue to be held via 
Zoom, including CrossWalk and Virtual Coffee 
Fellowship on Sundays, Prayer with Pastor Gillian on 
Wednesday evenings, Widows Walk and Presbyterian 
Women.  Contact Beth Lyon-Suhring to receive a 
Zoom invitation to any of these meetings.  New in 
February will be 3 classes for adults.  See page 3 for 
details. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

FOOD DONATIONS 
St. Andrew’s Drive-by, Drop-off program will 

begin again in February to collect 
food for the Suffolk Christian 
Fellowship Center (SCFC) food 
pantry.  Dates & times are: 

Wednesdays, February 3 & 17 
10:00 to noon each day 

 Pull up into the circle in front of the church at the 
atrium doors and masked volunteers will meet you and 
unload your donations.  Donations may be left in the 
atrium at other times during the week, but call ahead to 
make sure that the church is open.  If you want to support 
this mission but are unable to shop, please write a check 
to St. Andrew and note SCFC on the memo line.   

All sorts of food are welcome, but some particular 
ongoing needs include: cereals, peanut butter, canned 
chicken and tuna, canned vegetables, soups, rice, pasta, 
and pasta sauce.    
 Thank you for caring for our brothers and sisters 
in need.   

~David McKercher, Mission & Service 
 

ST. ANDREW WELCOMES  
NEW PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Join St. Andrew Preschool in warmly welcoming, 
Amanda Greco, the new preschool director.  Amanda has 
worked in the field of early childhood for over 20 
years.  She is thankful for the chance to work with young 
children and families. Her most recent position was as an 
Early Childhood Specialist.  She has a Masters of Education 
in Early Childhood Leadership and a certified Parenting 
Coach.   

Amanda has been married for over 10 years and 
has two beautiful children and one adorable dog.  They 
make their home in Poquoson.   

Amanda is looking forward to joining the St. 
Andrew Preschool Community during an active 
pandemic.  She feels honored that she has been entrusted 
with the care and education of the preschool children and 
staff at St. Andrew Preschool.  Please feel free to reach 
out to her with any questions or concerns. 

~Carol Carnegie,  
Retired St. Andrew Preschool Director 

The E-Bagpiper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, February 17 

Stay tuned for more details 
about time and location. 

Look for an email from Beth 
Lyon-Suhring and a posting on 
the St. Andrew Faith Formation 

Facebook page. 
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Dear Friends, 
                                                     “The desert waits, 
                                             Ready for those who come,  
                                  Who come obedient to the Spirit’s leading: 
                   Or who are driven, because they will not come any other way. 
 

                                              The desert always waits, 
Ready to let us know who we are – 

The place of self-discovery. 
 

And whilst we fear, and rightly, 
The loneliness and emptiness and harshness, 

We forget the angels, 
Whom we cannot see for blindness, 

But who come when God decides 
That we need their help; 

When we are ready 
For what they can give us. 

~ Ruth Burgess 
 

     Although the desert places always wait for us, few would willingly go there. The desert is synonymous with 
vulnerability and fragility, and most of us would rather not be in these sorts of places. Yet, no matter how much we try 
to persuade ourselves we are strong, self-reliant and independent, there comes a time when, driven by circumstances, 
we find ourselves in the desert. And, there in the desert, we find it can be a place of self-discovery. Free from the usual 
distractions and demands that seek our attention, the desert takes us into a strange territory that compels us to see 
things differently. As much as anything else, it affords us the opportunity to draw closer to God, to realize our need of 
God and to be reminded that God provides the “angels” who offer us help when we are ready to receive it. 
 

      In Mark’s gospel we read: 
 

“At once the Spirit made Jesus go into the desert where he remained forty days………wild animals were there also but 
angels came and ministered to him.” 

 

        It is interesting to note that the Spirit “made” Jesus go into the desert. Perhaps even Jesus resisted the idea of 
visiting the lonely, empty, harsh place that is the desert. Yet Jesus, in the desert, receives the love and comfort of God 
coming to him through the angels who tend to his needs and minister care to Jesus.  
 

        Approaching Lent, we remember the time Jesus spent in the desert, the wilderness, as we ourselves feel that 
we are travelling through a time of wilderness. We may feel vulnerable, robbed of much of what we know and enjoy, 
uncertain of what lies ahead.  But through these times we, like Jesus, remember that we are dependent on God who 
comes to us often in the most unlikely ways and through the most unlikely people to minister to us, to help us along the 
way.  May we know these “angels” of mercy and may we be the “angels” who bring love and care into the lives of those 
whom we meet. 
 

With every blessing, 

            Pastor Gillian 
 

 

Pastor Gillian’s e-votional and pastoral care:  If you would like to receive the e-votional sent by email each 
week by Pastor Gillian, please contact her at pastorgillian1885@gmail.com.  If you, or someone you know, is in 
need of pastoral care, a listening ear or some assistance during this time, please contact Pastor Gillian by email.  

 

mailto:standrew@standrewpres.us
mailto:pastorgillian1885@gmail.com
mailto:lizatucker@hotmail.com
http://www.standrewpres.net/
mailto:pastorgillian1885@gmail.com
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NEW ONLINE ADULT CLASSES 
Someone recently described this time of COVID - 

marked by months of being homebound for safety's sake - 
as "an exploratory time" for the church.  The writer went 
on to talk about how their church had explored live-
streamed worship from an empty sanctuary, tried classes 
and small groups on the Zoom platform, and attempted 
some socially-distanced gatherings on the church 
grounds.  Sound familiar? 

We've got a few more months of opportunity for 
virtual exploration ahead of us, and we've developed 
some interesting classes.  Please take a look at the 
offerings below and plan to expand your faith horizons! 

~Beth Lyon-Suhring, Director of Christian Education 

 
 

Strength to Love   
When we think of Martin Luther King, Jr., our 

thoughts often turn to his work as the premier leader in 
the American Civil Rights Movement. Sometimes we 
forget the bedrock on which King's commitment to Civil 
Rights rested, however: his deep and abiding faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Join with us as we begin a new class, Strength to 
Love, which will take a look at Martin Luther King, Jr. in his 
role as a gifted theologian and brilliant preacher. 

This class will focus on four of King's most 
powerful sermons. It will provide a chance to become 
acquainted with his deep Christian roots and how they 
informed his work in peace and justice. Participants will 
read one sermon each week at home (they will be 
available online) and then come together to discuss the 
reading with others on Zoom.  

This four-week class meets on Sunday evenings at 
6:30 runs through February 14. You can come to one or all 
of them.  The discussions will be facilitated by Beth Lyon-
Suhring.  Contact Beth at lyonsuhring@hotmail.com for a 
Zoom invitation or for questions. 

 
 

Binge-Reading the Gospel of John for Lent 
 So often our scripture reading consists of bite-

sized Bible passages for morning devotions or as the focus 
of Sunday worship.  We rarely get the rich context or the 
broad sweep of the story of Jesus that comes from reading 
larger chunks of New Testament scripture. 

We invite you to set out on a six-week binge-read 
of the Gospel of John during Lent this year.  Meet beloved 
characters – the Samaritan woman at the well, 
Nicodemus, doubting Thomas – in their context.  Come to 

know Jesus in a deeper way as John describes the man 
who changed his life – and ours – forever. 

Pastor Gillian will be preaching from John 
throughout Lent, and this Bible study will follow the arc of 
her sermon series on who Jesus is.  Participants will read 
three or four chapters of the gospel each week on their 
own, and then we will come together via Zoom once a 
week to process together what we’ve read. 

The Binge-Reading John Bible study will be 
facilitated by Beth Lyon-Suhring.  If you’ve never read the 
Bible before and are hungry to know about Jesus, you are 
welcome!  If this will be your eighty-seventh reading of 
John, you are welcome!  Come, lend your curiosity and 
your voice to the discussion as we draw closer to the man 
from Galilee. 

This six-week Bible study will begin the week of 
February 22 and will run through the week of March 29.  
We will be offering the option of two sessions each week:  
Tuesdays at 7:00 a.m. (pajamas and Rice Krispies perfectly 
acceptable!) and Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  Contact Beth 
to register for a Zoom invitation: 
lyonsuhring@hotmail.com. 
  
 
Informing Our Faith - Voices That Inspire Us and 
Challenge Us   

You probably know Martin Luther King, Jr. as an 
icon of the Civil Rights movement and C. S. Lewis as the 
author of the children's book series, The Chronicles of 
Narnia, but do you know the stories of their faith?  Join 
with Pastor Gillian as she introduces important voices of 
faith over the next several weeks.  Victor Frankl, Jan 
Richardson, Desmond Tutu, and Barbara Brown Taylor are 
just a few of the people we'll hear from.  Perhaps these 
short introductions will whet our appetites for more 
reading and inspire and challenge us in our own faith 
journeys. 

This study started on January 18 and will run for 
10 weeks.  You can choose to attend either Monday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. or Wednesday afternoons at 2:00 
p.m.  To sign up for a Zoom link, contact Beth Lyon-
Suhring at lyonsuhring@hotmail.com 

 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
The youth will continue to meet via Zoom on 

Wednesday nights from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Contact Angie 
Hillis-Baurle, Youth Group Director, if you would like to 
join. 
 

mailto:lyonsuhring@hotmail.com
mailto:lyonsuhring@hotmail.com
mailto:lyonsuhring@hotmail.com
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NEW OFFICERS SELECTED 
The Congregation of St. Andrew held a Called 

Meeting via Zoom immediately following the 10:00 a.m.  
worship service on Sunday, December 13, 2020. 
The meeting began at 11:00 a.m. and was moderated by 
Rev. Gillian Weighton. A tally of attendance was taken, 59 
Members attended the meeting, and a quorum was 
declared by the Clerk of Session. 

The following nominations for new membership 
to the Diaconate and Session were put forth to the 
congregation for a vote of acceptance. The congregation 
voted to approve all nominees. 
Session Nominations: 
Russell Richards – Finance and Stewardship (second term) 
Susan Cox - Worship (second term) 
Lynne Wood – Welcome and Congregational Care 
John Gillis – Mission and Service 
Diaconate Nominations: 
Karen Topping – Mission and Service (second term) 
Becky Nagy - Worship (second term) 
Kevin Gray – Property 
Kay Smith – Fellowship 
Wendy Phelps – Fellowship 

~Curtis Corl, Clerk of Session 
 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
December 2020 

In the December joint meeting of Session and the 
Diaconate, Pastor Gillian, Session and the Diaconate 
welcomed the new elders and deacons into the fold. The 
new members spoke about aspects of their faith journey 
to the group. Session also voted to approve Youth Director 
Angie Hillis-Baurle's request to have some of the youth 
participate in doing a "cleanup" of the preschool grounds 
(cleaning up leaves, raking, etc) with masks being worn 
and social distancing being observed. 

~Curtis Corl, Clerk of Session  

 
 

Congratulations to 
Kenny & Beth Garrett (former St. 
Andrew members) as they celebrate 
the birth of their newest 
granddaughter, Jose Ailene Meyer, 
born to daughter Sara and her 

husband Paul, and to big brother Freddie.  Josie was 
born on December 7, 2020, weighed 8.2 pounds and 
was 19.8 inches long. 

St. Andrew’s officers by class and committee 
assignments: 
SESSION: 
Class of 2021 
Doug Gordon, Worship 
Sheryl Senter, Fellowship 
David McKercher, Mission and Service 
Phil Poe, Property 
Class of 2022 
Curtis Corl, Clerk of Session, Personnel & Office 
Heather Gregg, Christian Education 
Sonja Morrell, Welcome & Congregational Care 
Rhonda Gordon, Christian Education 
Class of 2023 
Lynne Wood, Welcome & Congregational Care 
Russell Richards, Finance & Stewardship 
John Gillis, Mission & Service 
Susan Cox, Worship 
DIACONATE: 
Class of 2021 
Wendy Phelps, Fellowship 
Danny Lovell, Finance & Stewardship 
Marc Richardson, Personnel & Office 
Robert Bradshaw, Memorial Garden, Property 
Class of 2022 
Hope Bradshaw, Diaconate Moderator, Personnel & 
Office 
Lara Walker, Welcome & Congregational Care 
Angie Ebel, Christian Education, Personnel & Office 
Tom Endrusick, Property 
Class of 2023 
Karen Topping, Mission & Service 
Becky Nagy, Worship 
Kevin Gray, Property 
Kay Smith, Fellowship 

 
 
 

 

March 2021 
Bagpiper Info 

Due On 
February 21
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church Finance Committee Report 

for Year-to-Date December 31, 2020 
     
 Dec-2020 YTD Actuals 2020 Budget  

Income $84,016 $546,730 $541,302  

Expenses $37,080 $460,278 $539,320  

NET $46,936 $86,452   

     

Current Assets   Endowment  Funds 

Bank Assets $287,020  General $377,178 

Ed Jones Inv. $76,606  Mission $184,087 

Tot Current Assets $363,625  Tot Endowmt $561,265 

 
Current Liabilities 

   

Payroll Liabilities $2,485  Mortgage  

Earmarks $166,317  Balance $573,467 

Tot Current Liabilities $168,802  Monthly Pmt $5,200 

     
Net (Current Assets – Current Liabilities) = $194,823  

     
The large income we show for December is largely due to the assignment of all of our prepaid 2020 
donations to December.   The comparisons of our 2020 actual income with our 2020 budgeted income 
show that, even operating in a pandemic, we exceeded our budgeted income.  And, since our expenses 
were so much lower than what we budgeted, we ended 2020 with a net income of over $80,000.  This 
shows that you and we have been good stewards of St.  Andrew’s finances.  Keep up the good work. 
 

Our end-of-year financial report paints a rosy picture of St. Andrew’s finances.  However, our projections 
for 2021 are not so good.  We had a significant decrease in the number of pledges and the amount 
pledged for 2021.  This is partly due to the continuing concerns due to the pandemic, but also due to the 
loss of some of our biggest donors.  Because of this shortfall, we have significantly cut our expense 
budgets while trying to maintain our ability to give generously to support the many people in need in our 
local community.  By using the net incomes from 2019 and 2020, we can still present a balanced budget 
for 2021.  Please continue to send in your pledges.  Our new digital giving methods, GivePlus and 
GiveNow, make giving very easy.  I hope you give them a try.   

                                                   ~ Russell Richards,  Finance & Stewardship Committee   

     

     

     

     

Dear Members and Friends of St. Andrew,  
We want to express our appreciation to the church members and church friends who have 

supported us and St. Andrew Preschool over the past 5 years. It has been our privilege to serve in this 
community of faith.  Your support and graciousness was felt by us and every family who trusted us with 
their children to provide the ministry of our church.  We will always treasure our time at the preschool.  
 

God bless St. Andrew Preschool and St. Andrew Church.  
 

Always in his service, 
Carol and Jim Carnegie 
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WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH 

Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and 
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did 
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?”  
The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.”                                            ~Matthew 25: 37-40  

Matthew 25:31-46 calls us to actively engage  
in our community and the world around us. 

 

St. Andrew has 
joined with the 
Presbyterian Church 
(USA) to answer the 
Matthew 25 pledge 
to act boldly and 
compassionately to serve 
people who are hungry, 

oppressed, imprisoned or poor.     
We focused in 2020 on feeding the hungry and 

housing the homeless through our work with CAPS 
(Coalition Against Poverty in Suffolk); financial 
contributions to the Foodbank of SE VA, Peninsula 
Foodbank, The Salvation Army, Suffolk Christian 
Fellowship, the Isle of Wight Christian Outreach Program 
(IOW COP) and Rise Against Hunger (RAH); monthly 
Salvation Army Soup Kitchen meal preparation and Food 
Pantry collections.   We also delved into the issue of 
Dismantling Structural Racism with group study and 
ZOOM discussions led by Beth Lyon-Suhring.    

We will continue our 2020 focus on eradicating 
poverty and dismantling structural racism this year and 
build on it with more opportunities for adult studies and 
“hands on”, intergenerational projects.  Look for more 
information in future Bagpipers and the St. Andrew 
Facebook page.       

~David McKercher, Mission & Service 
 

Do you need a Prayer Quilt  
for a loved one or close friend? 

Prayers and Squares is continuing to provide quilts 
as needed.  There are many completed quilts in our closet 
at church.  If you want to request a quilt for someone 
please do not hesitate to contact Frances Jornov at 
francesjrnv@charter.net or 757-646-8955.  She will get a 
quilt, be sure knots are tied, wash and dry it and package 
it in a clean bag, and meet you at the church parking lot 
for pick up. 

FEBRUARY SOUP KITCHEN 
St. Andrew participation at the Salvation Army 

Soup Kitchen will continue on Thursday,  
February 18, 2021.  A limited number of St. Andrew 
volunteers are needed at noon to prepare and 
package the meals.   

Cupcakes are needed at St. 
Andrew by 11:00.  The 
distribution of the meals 
continues to be through a drive-

by system distributed by the Salvation Army staff.  
              If you have questions, contact Gary Meyers. 
 

Our Christian Sympathies 
are extended to the following 
families and friends who have 
recently lost loved ones: 
 David & Barbara Saunders. 
Barbara’s brother passed away suddenly in 
December 2020. 
 The family of Ed Mitchell (wife Pat 
and children Jennifer and Jamie).  Ed 

passed away on December 14, 2020. 
 The family of Kitty Perkinson (husband Jim and 

their extended family of children and grandchildren) Kitty 
passed away on December 24, 2020. 

 Lindsay Spires and family.  Lindsay’s father passed 
away on December 30, 2020. 

 Mike & Kathy Romanczyk, son Josh and daughter 
Mary Katherine.  Mike’s mother, Mary Ellen Romanczyk, 
passed away on January 15, 2021. 

 Evelyn Jones son-in-law, Mike Maguire, passed 
away on January 15, 2021. 

 Steve Suhring and Beth Lyon-Suhring, son Will and 
daughter Anna.  Beth’s mother (age 100 years) passed 
away on January 19, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BIBLE QUIZ 
What was the name of Moses’ wife? 
 
A. Miriam 
B. Jochebed 
C. Zipporah 
D. Leah 
 
Answer: See Exodus 2:21 
 

mailto:francesjrnv@charter.net
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Women want to thank 

the congregation for their generous support of the 2020 
Christmas Mission. A total of $1,225 was raised to support 
the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) General Fund 
both nationally as well as for international needs during 
the COVID pandemic. The domestic response is comprised 
of Assistance, Refugee and Continuity of Ministry Grants. 
Over 483 churches are being supported in the US. The 
international response allocates grants for WASH (water, 
sanitation, and hygiene) projects, as well as addressing 
emergency and ongoing food insecurity.  Emotional and 
Spiritual Care webinars have been developed for 
Presbyterian leadership and faith partners around the 
world.  The PW are grateful to support such a needed 
organization for their response to the ongoing crisis.  

Our PW continues the Horizon’s Bible Study via 
Zoom the second Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. 
titled, “Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of 
Lament”, by Lynn Miller.  The lessons are led by Bible 
study leader, Lisa Cross.  An email invitation will be sent 
by Beth Lyon-Suhring the day before the meeting. Please 
let Martha Shephard know if you would like an invitation 
if not already signed up for the lesson. 
February 9, 2021 Circle Meeting: Lesson 6; “Lament Over 
the City”, 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 
March 9, 2021 Circle Meeting: Lesson 7; “Creation 
Laments”, 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 

Another thanks to the women of PW who 
provided meals for the Coalition Against Poverty in Suffolk 
(CAPS) Night Stay program December 18, 2020. Ongoing 
planning for programs and missions will be discussed at 
the next Coordinating Team meeting scheduled February 
23, 2021.  

~Martha Shephard, PW Moderator 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 Sue & Lee Harrison 
11 Mike & Kathy Romanczyk 
28 Harry & Lisa Cross 
29 Danny & Brenda Lovell 
 
 

Abigail Hill    3 
Katie West    3 
Helen Chapman     4 
Will Hendrickson   5 
John Gillis    7 
Ed Eichelberger    8 
Mike Haverty    9 
Meggan Schoenberg  10 
Anthony Walker  10 
Lara Walker   10 
Tiffany Davidson  12 
Wyatt Ellenor   12 
Drew Parrish   15 
Tina Zachary   16 
Herbert Bondurant   17 
Michelle Endrusick  17 
Candy Wolbrink   18 
Steve Corum   19 
Charlie Cutler   19 
Deborah Banks   22 
Mike Romanczyk  23 
Glen Fachin   24 
Jenna Robb   24 
Betsy Wonpat   25 
Caitlin Fears   26 
Robert Holt   26     
Frances Robb   27 
Jackson Ellenor   28 

 
 

 
 
 

February 14 
 
 

 

If you have a birthday or anniversary that 
isn’t listed or is listed incorrectly, please 
contact the church office at 238-3550 or 

standrew@standrewpres.us  

mailto:standrew@standrewpres.us

