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Dear Friends, 
 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.” (Rms 12:15) 
 

     Yes, the world is weeping as we journey through these days that are unrelenting 
in their uncertainty. Our calling as people of faith is to rejoice with those who rejoice, 
but we are also called to weep with those who weep. Most of us would rather linger 

a little longer on the rejoicing and spend time in the company of those whose joy is infectious.  Yet we must 
take our place humbly among the mourners. There are many losses that we mourn at this time: the loss of 
loved ones, jobs, homes, health, familiar routines, busy lives filled with connection and community, hope and 
stability, to name but a few. Our grief is real, and our tears flow freely, and often.  
 

      When we lament our losses and weep over our sorrows we are in good company. More than two-
thirds of the Psalms are laments. They put voice to the reality of the life of the Israelites as a nation and as 
individuals. The Psalms do not shy away from the pain of life, the loss and the fear that we all experience. 
Jesus himself lamented when he saw how Jerusalem would not listen to his message, and when his friend 
Lazarus died, and when he felt abandoned on the cross. Lament is part of life, and it is an appropriate 
response to what we are feeling through these long days of pandemic, national unrest and a seemingly 
precarious future.  
 

         As the Church, as people of faith, we lament that we cannot gather in person to worship together, yet 
we also rejoice in the wonders of technology that bring us together and enable us to worship with people 
throughout the world every Sunday. Much as I would like to tell you otherwise, this will be the way it is for a 
time to come as we remain committed to ensuring the safety of everyone. While this causes us to lament and 
weep, we must not lose sight of what we are still called to be and to do as people who follow Jesus Christ. 
Throughout the gospels Jesus went about healing, teaching, helping and caring; a living sign of God’s love for 
the world. We must, therefore, also be this living sign of God’s love by seeking to bring healing and hope far 
beyond the visible limits of a church building. Here at St Andrew you have done this is in many different ways 
and through your faithfulness, love and commitment you have given others reason to rejoice, even in the 
midst of their weeping and loss. We become signs of God’s love when we show care for others, when we 
protect one another, and when we endure this time of separation for the sake of each other.  
 

       While we lament, and weep, we also hold onto our hope which is in God. The risen Jesus appeared to 
the disciples and the powerful breath of the Spirit gave them courage for the way ahead. That is what we are 
also promised. As Paul wrote later in Romans: 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all peace in believing,  
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 
With blessings and peace, 

       Pastor Gillian 

 

The E-Bagpiper 
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Sunday Worship Continues to be Live Streamed 
  St. Andrew’s worship service continues to be live streamed on our Facebook page at 
10:00 a.m. each Sunday (search St Andrew Suffolk Facebook).  If you aren’t able to watch at 
10:00, it’s saved on the Facebook page so you can watch it when it’s convenient for you.  All 

church-related weekday activities also continue to be temporally suspended.       
 Pastor Gillian’s e-votional and pastoral care:  If you would like to receive the e-votional sent by email each week 
by Pastor Gillian, please contact her at pastorgillian1885@gmail.com.  If you, or someone you know, is in need of 
pastoral care, a listening ear or some assistance during this time, please contact Pastor Gillian by email. 
 

HOW TO STAY CONNECETED 
 Pastor Gillian’s Online Class Continues 
With a New Topic in September 
 In the style of Kirk Night classes, Pastor Gillian 
continues to lead an online class which allows time for 
discussion as we try to remain connected and help each 
other through this particular time. 

Beginning on Monday, September 14 there will a 
twice weekly Zoom class: A New Normal - Finding God in 
the new rhythms of life.  Scripture is full of people who 
dealt with times of transition and change.  As we deal with 
the changes that life brings, by choice or by chance, how 
does our faith in God help us through, as it helped those 
who have gone before us?  

The class will be offered on Mondays at 7 p.m. and 
repeated on Wednesdays at 2 p.m. via Zoom.  Please 
email Beth Lyon-Suhring at lyonsuhring@hotmail.com and 
let her know which classes you would like to “attend” 
online. Your name will then be added to the distribution 
list for the Zoom invitation. 

 

 Virtual Coffee Fellowship continues each Sunday 
at 11:00 following the live streamed worship service.  
You will find the link to the Zoom meeting in the weekly 
email that is sent to the congregation each Friday; this 
email also contains the Worship Service bulletin for that 
week. 
 

 CrossWalk on Zoom each Sunday 
 CrossWalk students (ages 4 through 5th grade) 
continue to meet each Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. from 
the comfort of their living rooms during the Corona 
Quarantine.   
 If you'd like an invitation to these Zoom meetings, 
contact Beth Lyon-Suhring at lyonsuhring@hotmail.com. 
 

 St. Andrew Youth & Young Adults 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with 

the roadside clean-up in front of St. Andrew on August 8.  
              Youth Group will begin again on September 16 
from 6:30 to 7:30.    

              Calling all youth and young adults:  We are 
meeting in September on Sundays at Nike Park from 11:30 
– 1:00 with social distancing.  Bring a lunch and a chair.  
              Contact Angie Hillis-Baurle, Youth & Young Adult 
Leader, at lovemusic68@hotmail.com, if you have 
questions.  
 

 Another way you can interact with your St. 
Andrew family is by participating in the 28-Day Learning 
Challenge on Racial Equity.  Details are on page 4. 
 
 

FOOD DONATIONS STILL NEEDED 
“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” 
    ~Matthew 25: 40 

Many people in our community continue to 
struggle with food insecurity so St. Andrew will continue 
our Drive-by, Drop-off program in September to collect 
food for the Suffolk Christian Fellowship Center (SCFC) 
food pantry.  Dates & times are: 
Wednesdays, September 9th & 23rd 
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. each day 

All sorts of food 
are welcome, but some 
particular ongoing needs 
include: cereals, peanut 
butter, canned chicken 
and tuna, canned 
vegetables, soups, rice, pasta, and pasta sauce.   
 Pull up into the circle in front of the church at the 
atrium doors and masked volunteers will meet you and 
unload your donations.  If you want to support this 
mission but are unable to shop, please write a check to St. 
Andrew and note SCFC on the memo line.  Thank you for 
caring for our brothers and sisters in need.   

~David McKercher, Mission & Service  
 

mailto:standrew@standrewpres.us
mailto:pastorgillian1885@gmail.com
mailto:lizatucker@hotmail.com
http://www.standrewpres.net/
mailto:pastorgillian1885@gmail.com
mailto:lyonsuhring@hotmail.com
mailto:lovemusic68@hotmail.com
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TASK FORCE UPDATES 
The Task Force continues to meet and we are focusing on 
a few different things: 

 We continue to monitor what the CDC is 
saying/recommending, what our state and local 
government and public agencies are recommending, and 
also what Presbyterian Church (USA) and Presbytery of 
Eastern Virginia (PEVA) are saying and recommending: To 
that point, the Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated 
Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) says, "Don’t rush to re-open your church 
sanctuary for face-to-face gatherings." As local, state, and 
federal governments continue their work to re-open 
businesses and allow for houses of worship to hold 
services once again, Nelson believes caution is still the 
best action to take. In August PEVA communicated a 
bunch of COVID related information to their churches 
including these:  
1)  The current spikes — still the first wave of the virus — 
appear to come from community spread and small 
gatherings, including churches, not from the wave of 
protests or increased testing.  
2)  The maximum time to infection is only 15 minutes of 
exposure to contract the virus --think about 15 minutes 
into a worship service or 15 minutes into a meal in a 
restaurant.  
3)  They recommend that churches, especially those that 
are 200 members or more, strongly consider remaining 
"Virtual only" until COVID is much more under control. 

   With the above being said, The Task Force is 
continuing to work on a comprehensive plan for when we 
do eventually open up, one that will keep the safety of our 
members as the cornerstone for everything we will do, 
and we are making significant progress in this regard. 

   We realize that what all of us really want and are 
craving is FELLOWSHIP together. Worship attendance is 
very strong, For example, two recent August services had 
236 homes view it one week and 237 homes view it the 
next week. We know that some households consist of one 
person and some with families, but if you conservatively 
say "2 people per household" we are looking at a reach 
over 470 each week of those two weeks. Our Virtual 
Service is vibrant, full of robust content and we are finding 
more and more creative ways to pull more people into the 
active participation of the service itself all the time. That 
being said, the craving for FELLOWSHIP is one that we all 
feel and to that end, we are coming up with a fall lineup of 
activities, discussion groups and events that we think will 
really help fill that void, including having some in person 
fellowship events outside in the St. Andrew parking lot! 

Look for an email from Reverend Gillian that will provide 
more detailed information about the Fall Lineup! 

Sincerely,  
Curtis F. Corl, Clerk of Session 

 

TEMPLE TIPS 
“Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted.” 

~Matthew 5:4 

    August 30th is National Grief Awareness Day. Grief 
is the response to the loss of someone or something 
important in your life. Typically it is in response to the 
death of someone we love, but can also be in response to 
loss of a job, home, marriage, or health. The loss can 
impact you mentally, socially, and economically.  The 
response can start as a feeling of shock and denial.  As we 
try to cope we often become disorganized trying to 
manage additional feelings of anger, guilt and 
depression.  The stages are not always in order, going 
through them once and then you are done, but often 
bounce back and forth within minutes or days or 
months. Eventually we can reorganize our life to include 
the loss, and start your "new normal".  The process can be 
slow, be patient.  No two people grieve the same way, nor 
each person the same way each time they go through it.  
In your effort to comfort someone grieving try not to be 
judgmental about their feelings.  Let them talk and be 
comforted with your company.   
 As we experience times of grief in the setting of 
COVID imposed restrictions it is important to recognize 
what we can do.  As the person struggles through the 
weeks and months of grief, comfort can come in the form 
of acts of kindness.  You could prepare a meal, run an 
errand, or help with child care and household chores. You 
can arrange a visit to the window or porch, or electronic 
"face time".  Phone calls can offer the comfort of your 
voice.  Emails or cards can be looked at and then saved to 
go to time and again.    

~Amy Gray, RN; Parish Nurse 

 

Please remember the following 
members and their families in 
prayer: 
 Robert Bradshaw’s father, 
Harry Bradshaw, passed away on July 
26, 2020. 
 Dot Payne, long time St. 
Andrew member, passed away on 
August 12,
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Racial Equity:  
28-Day Learning Challenge 

A new commandment I give to you,  
that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another.  John 13:34 
The entire three-year ministry of Jesus was rooted 

in his deep love for people, whether they were his closest 
disciples or the tax collectors, lepers, and Samaritans on 
the edges of Jewish society.  “Love one another, just as I 
have loved you.” – at once the simplest and most 
complicated of commandments. 

Perhaps you are finding yourself struggling with 
what this commandment from Jesus himself means in the 
United States right now.  What does it look like for us to 
love one another?  What are we white Christians called to 
do in the face of injustice to our black and brown siblings? 

If you are struggling, please be assured that you 
are not alone as we all navigate these challenging times.  
St. Andrew will be offering a class focused on racial 
equity, beginning in September. 
What is it?  We’re calling it a 28-Day Racial Equity 
Challenge, because we hope that it will challenge us all to 
learn a little more about what it means to be a minority in 
America today and how we as white Christians can 
respond in light of our faith. 
How will it work?  Six days a week participants will follow 
a free online guided curriculum which consists of short 
films or articles focused on racial equity to watch or read 
each day.  Participants can watch these short films at any 
time they like.  You can even do a week’s worth at one 
time, if you like.  Time investment will be between three 
and fifteen minutes each day.  We’ll also provide a journal 
with prompts for reflecting on what you’ve seen that day.  
On the seventh day, participants will meet via Zoom to 
discuss what we’ve learned, using the lens of Christian 
faith.  The entire program will take twenty-eight days. 
When does this happen?  The at-home guided 
listening/watching/reading/journaling portion of the class 
will begin on Monday, September 14.  The first Zoom 
meeting discussion will be on Sunday, September 20 at 
6:30 p.m., and subsequent discussions will be held each 
Sunday through October 11. 
What should I bring?  Bring an openness to learning new 
things.  Bring a belief that the Holy Spirit will be in the 
midst of hard conversations.  Bring - not certainties - but a 
humble hope to find a way forward. 
How do I sign up?  Email Beth Lyon-Suhring, who will be 
facilitating Sunday discussions, for a link to the curriculum 
and for an invitation to the Zoom conversations. 
 

HELP SUPPORT COALITION AGAINST 
POVERTY IN SUFFOLK (CAPS) 

SEPTEMBER 20:  BBQ meal served as drive-by/ 
carry out only.  Buy your tickets early. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please plan to join your St. Andrew family and 
folks from many other Suffolk churches at the Coalition 
Against Poverty in Suffolk (CAPS) Annual Fundraiser 
Dinner on Sunday, September 20th.  The meal will be 
catered by Capt. Bob’s of Edenton, NC and will include 
fried chicken, BBQ, coleslaw, hushpuppies & mac ‘n 
cheese.  Tickets are $12 each.  The meal will be served 
carry-out only at Westminster Reformed Presbyterian 
Church at 3488 Godwin Blvd. in Suffolk from 11 AM until 2 
PM.  All COVID19 procedures will be followed. The food is 
guaranteed to be plentiful and delicious as always.   
Tickets can be purchased online at capsuffolk.org/bbq or 
by calling the CAPS office at (757) 935-5497 anytime, or 
contact David McKercher (dmckercher1@gmail.com or 
870-3362) no later than September 9th and he will make 
arrangements to get tickets to you.  
 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 
This third Special Offering of the 

PCUSA for the year will be received on 
October 4th, World Communion Sunday.  
We celebrate our oneness in Christ with 
all our brothers and sisters around the 
world as we take Communion that day; 

and giving to the Peace & Global Witness Offering is a way 
to continue the ancient Christian practice of sharing what 
we have with brothers and sisters in need, at home and 
around the world.  Seventy-five percent of the offering will 
be used by the larger church in programs advocating for 
peacemaking and justice.  The remaining 25% will be 
retained at St. Andrew and donated to the Genieve Shelter 
in Suffolk which serves families and individuals attempting 
to escape domestic violence, sexual assault, human 
trafficking and stalking.  Please give generously as you are 
able.   

~David McKercher, Mission & Service 

mailto:dmckercher1@gmail.com
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RALLY DAY 2020 – REFRAME IT! 
Rally Day, the traditional start to the new year of 

faith formation, usually begins with a crowded education 
building, new classes, and a return to old friends.  Rally 
Day 2020, as with nearly everything else in 2020, will look 
very different. 

Instead of focusing solely on all the things we’ll be 
missing, however, we’ll be kicking off Rally Day 2020 – 
Reframe It!  Refocus your internal camera lens on all the 
things that are positive in this time of COVID. 

We’ve pivoted creatively from what worship and 
learning looked like in early March and are doing things 
differently – sometimes, even better than before. 

Reframe It!  We give thanks to the Holy Spirit, 
who is surely at work in our live-streamed worship 
services, allowing us to reach more people virtually in 
their living rooms on a Sunday morning than we did in 
person before the virus.  We’re using the talents of far 
more people - musicians, readers, and photographers – in 
every age and stage as we worship the Lord each week. 

Reframe It!  Thank Goodness for Zoom!  Because 
of this videoconferencing tool, we’ve been able to offer 
adult classes, book discussions, youth group meetings, 
CrossWalk, men’s and women’s groups, small groups, 
prayer vigils, and a post-worship coffee fellowship each 
week.  Obviously, we miss seeing one another in person, 
but Zoom has given us the ability to bring people into faith 
formation who never could have been with us in the 
building, as well as allowing us to continue to learn and 
grow together. 

You can read more about all the faith formation 
offerings to come this fall throughout this newsletter.   

It is perfectly appropriate to lament all the things 
that we’re missing in this time of pandemic, but it’s also a 
great time to Reframe It! and give thanks that St. Andrew 
is alive and well and continuing to do the work of God. 

~Beth Lyon-Suhring, Director of Christian Education 
 
 

 

Dear St. Andrew, 
The Lord has chosen the most 
wonderful people to make up 
our congregation. Your telephone 
calls, cards, flowers, delicious food and 
most importantly your prayers were a 

true blessing in my time of need. Please know how much 
each of you mean to me. Sending you a virtual hug. 
                                                        Love, Evelyn Jones 
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Please join us for the start of 

the Presbyterian Women’s Horizon 
Bible study Sept. 8, 2020 at 10:00 
a.m. on Zoom. Pastor Gillian will be 
our guest presenter of the first lesson 
from “Into the Light: Finding Hope 
through Prayers of Lament” by Lynne 
Miller. The first lesson is “The Heart 
of Lament.”  The PW will continue to 

meet monthly the second Tuesday of the month at a safe, 
social distance via Zoom at 10:00 a.m. to noon until 
further notice. Please notify Martha Shephard or Gloria 
Womble if you do not receive an invitation to the meeting 
and a Zoom email with secure meeting details on how to 
join the live meeting will be sent. ALL women of St. 
Andrew are part of the Presbyterian Women so even if 
you have not joined us before, we would love “seeing” 
each of you for fellowship and study! Lisa Cross has 
graciously agreed to continue to be our study leader after 
Lesson 1. She devotes much time and thoughtful care to 
the lessons which encourages one to contemplate 
sometimes complex questions and issues. 

The PW continues do the business of God’s 
mission during the pandemic and welcomes any input or 
suggestions on how to be Christ’s hands and feet as we 
move through the challenges of the times. 

~Martha Shephard, St. Andrew PW Moderator 

 
 
 

SOUP KITCHEN 
CONTINUES IN SEPTEMBER 

Cupcakes Needed 

St. Andrew participation at the Salvation Army 
Soup Kitchen will continue on Thursday, September 17, 
2020.  A limited number of St. Andrew volunteers are 
needed at noon to prepare and package the meals.  
Cupcakes are needed at St. Andrew by 11:00.  The 
distribution of the meals continues to be through a drive-
by system distributed by the Salvation Army staff. 
 In August, our volunteers prepared and boxed 103 
meals.  Thank you to all who provided cupcakes. 
 If you have questions, contact Gary Meyers, 
Mission & Service Committee Co-chair. 
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KEEPING UP WITH YOUR PLEDGES 
Pastor Gillian reminds us every Sunday in her 

sermons and also in email and Facebook messages to keep 
up with our pledges.   Even though many things have 
changed and church activities have been cut back, the 
church’s business continues and we still have bills to pay – 
payroll, mortgage, utilities, maintenance, etc.  And we 
want to provide funds for our mission outreach to support 
our local community and other causes.  In the past, most 
of us have provided our pledge contributions via the 
offering plate collections at church.  However, with the 
restrictions resulting from the pandemic, that is currently 
not an option for most of us.  Gillian has suggested that 
you mail you pledges each week to the church.  In 
addition, I am pleased to inform you of three digital ways 
for you to provide your donations.   
1.  Bill Pay 

I am sure that many of you use “bill pay” through 
your banks.  If your bank is like mine, you can set up a list 
of merchants or other entities and request that the same 
dollar amount be sent from your checking account to that 
entity every selected interval.  Your bank will then send 
out a check from your account to that entity at whatever 
interval you select (weekly, monthly, quarterly, one time 
only, etc.).   For example, suppose you pledged $50 per 
week.  You could set up an autopay of $50 to be paid each 
week to St. Andrew.  Your bank would mail a check for $50 
each week from your account to St. Andrew.  Or, if you 
don’t want to use autopay, you could connect to your 
account at any time via your computer and request a 
payment be made to St. Andrew of whatever amount you 
specify. 

Your bank will probably ask for your account 
number at St. Andrew or allow you to include a memo 
with the check.  As your account number at St. Andrew, 
use the number on your offering envelopes, or if you don’t 
have or know your account number, you should contact 
Whit Tucker and request that he assign you a number.  Or 
you could fill in the memo field with text information to 
identify who the check is from and the purpose.  For 
example, use a memo field like “John Smith Pledge $40 for 
Operations/$10 for Building.”   

Most banks provide this service at no charge to 
you or to St. Andrew.  You can set up the payment to be 
made at whatever interval you desire.  When setting this 
up, you would list St. Andrew Presbyterian Church as the 
entity to be paid (the recipient) and provide the following 
additional identifying information: 
 St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
 1885 Bridge Road 
 Suffolk, VA 23433   

2.  Use the “Give Now” Button on the St. Andrew 
Website 

Another option for digital giving is to access the St. 
Andrew website (www.standrewpres.net) and click on the 
“Give Now” button at the top of the launch page.  You can 
do this with your computer or smartphone.  This will 
connect you to a program that you would then use to 
make your donation.  The recipient is predetermined to be 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church.  You must then provide 
three pieces of information: 

1. Your identification (so that we will be able to 
properly credit the donation to you).  This is set up 
only once.  Thereafter, you will log in with a user ID 
and a password.   

2. The amounts you want to donate for operating 
expenses, building expenses, and earmarks.  If you 
donate to an earmark, you should then use the note 
field that appears on the next page to specify the 
specific earmark(s) or cause(s) that you want to 
support. 

3. The method you wish to use to pay for the donation.  
You have 3 options for payment: credit card, 
checking account or savings account.  When you 
initially set up your account, you will provide the 
credit card or bank account identifying information.  
Thereafter, you need only to specify the method of 
payment.   

3.  Use the “Give Plus” Smartphone App 
You can download the free smartphone 

application called “Give Plus” from the Google Play Store 
or whatever site you use to download apps.  The first time 
you use the Give Plus app, you will select St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church as the default recipient (there are 
multiple St. Andrew churches listed, so be sure you select 
the St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Suffolk).  You will 
then set up your account by selecting a user ID and a 
password.  You will provide identifying information about 
yourself and you will provide information about the 
source of the funds that you will use.  The source can be 
either a bank account or a credit card.  

Using the “Give Plus” app is much like using the Give 
Now button on the St. Andrew website.  One difference, 
however, is important if you want to donate to an earmark.  The 
“Give Plus” app currently has 3 accounts that you can donate to:  
Operations Pledge, Building Pledge and Earmark.  However, it 
provides no way for you to specify which cause you want the 
earmark to fund.  Thus, I suggest you use the Give Now button 
on the church website if you wish to donate to an earmark. 

 Information About the Digital Methods:  Continued on 
page 7. 

  

http://www.standrewpres.net/
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church Finance Committee Report 
For Year-to-Date July 31, 2020 

 

                                               

                              Jul-20 

                                

             Year-to-Date 

                  

          YTD Budget 

         

2020 Budget 
Income $33,349 $313,736 $315,760 $541,302 
Expenses $38,886 $282,101 $314,603 $539,320 
NET                           ($5,537)          $31,635  
 

 Current Assets Mortgage 
Bank Assets $234,941 Balance $592,016 
Ed Jones Investments $76,564 Monthly Payment $5,200 

Total Current Assets    $311,505  

 
Current Liabilities Endowment Funds 
Payroll Liabilities $3,046 General Endowment $340,158 
Earmarks $168,494 Mission Endowment $166,026 

Total Current 
Liabilities 

$171,540 Total Endowment 
Funds 

$506,184 

 
Net (Current Assets - Current Liabilities) 
$139,965  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
Information About the Digital Methods 
We will post a couple of documents on our St. 
Andrew website that will provide additional 
information 
about the “Give Plus” app and the “Give Now” 
link accessed from our website.  We also plan to 
conduct one or more Zoom sessions or webinars 
to run through use of the digital applications.  I 
am sure you will find both applications easy to 
use.  Go ahead and experiment with each of 
them.   

These two applications will provide you 
with detailed records of your contributions that 
you can access at any time.  You should also know 
that PCUSA will charge a 2% fee for each 
contribution made through the “Give Plus” or the 
“Give Now” applications.  This fee is paid by St. 
Andrew.  Both applications allow you to fund this 
fee but do not require you to do so.  

~Russell Richards, Elder; Finance 
Committee 

 

Our income for July was again significantly below the monthly budgeted income projection (Actual $33,349 vs 
Monthly Budget of $45,109). However, our actual monthly expenses of $38,886 were also below our monthly 
budget expense total of $44,943. For the month of July we had a deficit of $5,537, but thanks to the large early pledge 
payments we still show a surplus of income over expenses YTD of $31,635.  So, St. Andrew is still in good financial 
shape. Thanks to a good stock market, our endowment funds have been growing nicely, 
now showing a total balance of over a half million dollars. Also, our current assets exceed our current liabilities by 
$139,965.  Please continue to send in your pledges as we work our way through the pandemic.  We are rolling out some 
new online (digital) ways that you can make your pledge payments and other donations. 
Check the article in this Bagpiper for a discussion of online payment methods. We also have begun to kick off our 2021 
Stewardship Campaign. 

~Russell Richards, Finance & Stewardship Committee  
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Bagpiper Articles  

Due On 
September 20. 
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eXtra Years of Zest (XYZs) 
St. Andrew’s Senior Adult group led by Lisa Cross 
Help! XYZ’s are for all those 55 and older who have 
eXtra Years of Zest to enjoy and share. If you are new 
in this category, please send an email to Lisa Cross so 
she can include you in all email alerts. 

 I (Lisa Cross) have been updating my XYZ list 
and have 100 plus on it.  Second, I am taking a survey 
to find out if you would like to have some ZOOM 
fellowship “activities.”  If you would, please email me 
at lisa.t.cross@gmail.com, and send me any 
suggestions you might have. 

Sleeping can be difficult during these topsy-
turvy and anxious days. A Presbyterian newsletter* I 
received suggested “Mindfulness/Meditation:  
Mindfulness is about paying attention and living in the 
moment.  A meditation practice is an extension of 
mindfulness, and serves to slow down the central 
nervous system so the mind/body connection is 
strengthened. It promotes relaxation, lowers blood 
pressure, slows heart rate, reduces anxiety, and more. 
Begin with just 5 minutes, sitting quietly but 
attentively, and over time, work up to 10-20 minutes. 
Repeat a short phrase over and over (known as a 
‘mantra’) such as ‘Be still and know that I am God.’ 
“Let me know if it helps!” 
O God, may your Spirit fill us with grace and courage 
as we move into your future. Amen. 
*Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network 

~Lisa Cross 

 

SUCCESSFUL  
SCHOOL SUPPLY COLLECTION 

St. Andrew in Mission & Service would like to 
thank the congregation for its support of the annual 
collection of backpacks and school supplies for the 
ForKids organization in Suffolk.  Members were able 
to drive by church and drop off donations on specified 
dates in July and August.  Masked volunteers were on 
site to provide contact free delivery to the collection 
area inside the church.  Thanks to the many generous 
donations of our members, many local children will be 
able to start school this year with new backpacks and 
lots of supplies! 
 We owe a big debt of gratitude to all of our 
volunteers who provided a safe transfer of donations, 
and a BIG thanks to all who donated backpacks and 
school supplies!   
The list of items was extensive and included  
Backpacks-24 (3 already filled with supplies) 
Crayons-78 packs 
Markers-13 packs 
Colored pencils-29 packs 
Highlighters-11 packs 
Scissors-26 packs (some containing 2 per pack) 
Pens-32 packs 
Pencils-43 packs 
3 subject spiral notebooks-5 
1 subject spiral notebooks-144 
Composition books-42 
Notebook paper-59 packs 
3 ring binders-28 
Liquid glue-34 bottles 
Glue sticks-34 packs (many multi-packs) 
Construction paper-12 packs 
Folders-10 
Subject dividers for 3 ring binders-2 
Page protectors-1 pack 
Pencil sharpener-9 packs (some multi-packs) 
Erasers-5 (some multi-packs) 
Rulers-14 
Index cards--2 packs 
Pencil pouches-4 
Calculators-2 
 

~Karen Toping 

 

September Dates to remember: 
6, 13, 20, 27:  Sundays in September - Worship 
online at 10:00 followed by Zoom Fellowship at 
11:00; CrossWalk on Zoom at 9:00 
7:  Labor Day 
14 & 16; 21 & 23; 28 & 30:  Pastor Gillian’s Online 
Class 
14:  Racial Equity 28 Day Challenge Begins with at 
home study, followed by Zoom class each Sunday 
beginning Sept. 20 
16:  Youth Group begins (6:30 – 7:30) 
17:  Soup Kitchen – Cupcakes needed 
20:  CAPS BBQ Dinner Fundraiser 
22:  First Day of autumn 
9 & 23:  Drive-by, Drop-off Food Donations 
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Trish Hamilton    1 
Johnny Babyak     2 
Don Golding    4 
Jeremy Walker     4 
Angie Hillis-Baurle   6 
Sue Harrison    7 
Paul Smith          7 
Barney Nawyn     8 
Jadyn Schoenberg    8 
Bill Smith          8 
April Newman            9 
Georgia Richardson  9 
Howard Goodwin  10 
Margaret Richardson     10 
Kim Stephenson  10 
Kristine Bevins   12 
Roz Boyle  12 
Christopher Hill  12 
Will Topping  12 
Quinn Bradshaw  14 
Dusty Poe  14 
Matthew Snyder  14 
Joan Jensen  18 
Tim Hamer  18 
Laura Welander  18 
Carol Carnegie  19 
Clara Coleman  19 
Megan Coston  19 
Harry Cross  20 
Justin Henson  21 
Val Jacques  21 
Jim Topping  21 
Steve Poole  22 
Amelia Corl  25 
Jacqueline Cutler  25 
Alexis Henson  25 
John Caggiano  26 
Bonnie Harper  29 
Angela Snyder  30 

 

11 Wade & Laura Gibbs 
11 John & Lois Taylor 
13 Steve Suhring & Beth Lyon-Suhring 
15 Glen & Liz Fachin 
17 Charles & Mary Catherine Foster 
18 Kevin & Trisha Hamilton 
20 Jeff & Jennifer Coston 
24 David & Kathy McKercher 
24 Joe & Frances Robb 

 

ALL Workers are Essential 
         The concept of vocation, Latin for “to call,” 
previously referred only to a calling to church work. 
But then Martin Luther emphasized the importance 
— and even sanctity — of all types of labors. The 
reformer pointed out that “God doesn’t need our 
good works, but our neighbor does.” 
            RJ Grunewald, in a blog post titled “God 
Makes Pizza,” describes how this looks today: “God 
is busy about his work in the midst of your work 
whether you realize it or not. The laundry, the 
spreadsheets, the phone calls and the cups of coffee 
are all deeply spiritual because God is at work in the 
world. He is serving your family, your coworkers and 
your community through the work you do. God is at 
work providing ‘daily bread’ through the work that 
you do, no matter what that work is.” 

~From:  www.newsletternewsletter.com;  

September  2020 issue, page 6  
 

 

 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/

